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Mr. Chairman, 
 
My delegation wishes to express its thanks to you and your bureau and for the efforts of the 
facilitator during this session of the Commission.  
 
As we reaffirmed in our statement to the Plenary of this session, the Holy See continues “to 
advocate for and provide economic, social, political, cultural, ethical, and religious resources for 
migrants regardless of their legal status” in the hope that during this session we could find the 
political will necessary to make a lasting difference to migrants and refugees who are longing for 
a better life. 
 
Mr. Chair,  
 
The resolution just adopted contains many useful contributions to the protection and promotion 
of the rights of migrants; however, we continue to believe that a resolution better focused on the 
specific needs of migrants and their human rights, such as the right to development, right to 
education, right to family reunification, right to asylum, right to basic health care and other basic 
fundamental human rights would have more effectively responded to the real needs of migrants 
around the world.   
 
While these fundamental human rights are largely left unaddressed in the text, we note instead an 
unbalanced focus on matters related to sexual or reproductive matters, and my delegation, 
therefore, wishes to place on record its understandings on the following matters in this 
document: 

 with regard to references to “sexual and reproductive health services”i, “reproductive 
rights,”ii “emergency contraception and safe abortion”iii and any other language on which 
the Holy See has expressed its reservations, we reiterate clearly our reservations set out 
more fully in the Report of the ICPD and in the Report of the Fourth World Conference 
on Women and their respective follow-up meetings. Since human life begins at the 
moment of conception, the Holy See affirms that life must be defended and protected; 
and, accordingly, that it does not consider abortion to constitute a dimension of health 



care services, and that abortion can in no case be considered “safe”. Furthermore, in 
accordance with the ICPD, abortion may never be used as a method of family planning. 
 

 by “gender” my delegation understands to mean “male or female” only, according to the 
customary and general usage of the term.  

The Holy See remains deeply committed, through its vast related network of institutions around 
the globe, to advancing and protecting the human rights of migrants, regardless of migration 
status, and looks forward to the day when the international community can say in one voice, and 
without caveats, that migrants’ rights are human rights, which must be protected and promoted 
universally. 
 
We ask that the text of this statement be included in the official records of this meeting. 
 
I thank you, Mr. Chairman. 

                                                            
i PP32, PP29, OP31 

ii PP11, OP30 

iii OP 31 


